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J cﬁg@imd;consequences of Child Labour '
| in Iﬂdt‘. ®

—
Mrs. Nirmala Sirgapur’
Asst. Professor Department of Economics
Dr. Ambedkar Degree College of Arts &
Commerce, PG Center, Kalaburagi
Mr. Kotale Bhimaraya Hanamant
Asst. Professor Department of Economics
Govt Degree College Kalaburagi
Abstract

Children are future citizens of the Nation and their adequate
development is utmost priority of the country. Unfortunately, child
jabour engulfs children across the world. The world is home to

1.2 billion individuals aged 10-19 years. However, despite its
s forms, the data shows variation in prevalence
and the statistical figures about
There are an estimated 186

menace in variou
of child labour across the globe

child labour are very alarming.
million child labourers worldwide. The 2001 national census of

India estimated total number of child labour aged 5-14 to be at
12.6 million. Small-scale and community-based studies have
found estimated prevalence of 12.6 million children engaged in
hazardous occupations. Many children are “hidden workers”
working in homes or in the underground economy. Although the
Constitution of India guarantees free and compulsory education
to children between the age of 6 to 14 and prohibits employment
of Chﬂdren younger than 14 in 18 hazardous occupations, child
labour is still prevalent in the informal sectors of the Indian
economy. Child labour violates human rights, and is in
contravention of the International Labour Organization (Article
32, Convention Rights of the Child). About one-third of children
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Imtroduction
echild labour " is often defined as work that deprives
hildhood, their potential and their dignity, arm

cal-mental development. It refers to work

The torm
chikiren of their ©

¢hat ix harmful to phys)
mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous and

that is
harmful to children, and interferes with their schooling by
m of the opportunity to attend school, obliging them

depriving the
10 Jeave school prematurely or requiring them to attempt to
hool attendance with excessively long and heavy

combinc sC

work. The statistical figures about child workers in the world
have variation becausc of the differences in defining categories
of age group and engagement of children in formal and informal
sector.

Child labour continues to be a great concern in many parts

of the world. In 2008, some 60% of the 215 million boys and girls
d to be child labourers worldwide. Major

engagement was in agriculture sector, followed by fisheries,

aguaculture, livestock and forestry. In addition to work that

Heres with schooling and is harmful to personal development,
rdous occupations 0f

6% of the child workers

a and South America.
and 14,
es,

were estimate

mnte
many of these children work in haza
activities that are harmful. Incidentally, 9
are in the developing countries of Africa, Asi
with respect to the child workers between the ages of 5
Asia makes up 61% of child workers in developing countri
while Africa has 32% and Latin America 7%. further, while Asia
has the highest number of child workers, Africa has the highes!
prevalence of child labour (40%)..
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1yPES OF CHILD LABOUR IN INDIA
1) industrial Child Labour

ln.dustx l_al sector in India is the largest employer of children
pelow the legal age of 18. Approximately, over 10 Million children
petween the age group of 5 to 14 years are working in inforrhal
or small industries, including around 4.5 Million girls. Small
enterprises like garment industry, brick kiln, agriculture,
fireworks industries, diamond industries etc, constitute some
of the largest employer of children. Sometimes such industries
operate from homes, making it difficult for the authorities to
take appropriate actions.Unorganized sector in India is one of
the largest employers of children and the most visible too.
Children could be easily spotted, working in road side dhabas
and eateries, tea shops or grocery stores. The owners of such
small businesses prefer children as they are easy to handle and

easy to fire.

2) Domestic Child Labour
Domestic child labours constitute 10% of the total child
labours in India. They include both boys and girls domestically
employed by wealthy families to look after their everyday chorus.
Such children have no option but to Serve the needs of other
families in an age when they should be attending school ‘and
playing with friends. Poverty is the main factor behind children
being employed as domestic help. Usually the parents give their
consent in hope of money and a stable shelter for their
children.The statics reveal a grim picture = nearly 20% of all the
domestic workers employed are pelow the age of 14 years and
the figures include mainly girls. These children are employed
as live in servants, doing daily chorus of the family like — washing,
cooking, looking after pets or younger children and other works.

3) Bonded Child Labours

Bonded child labour means as a child who is employed forcibly
to pay off a debt of his parents or & guardian. Though the numbers
of bonded child labours have considerably declined in recent past
due strict government supervision and laws banning it, it is

silently followed in isolated and remote places.Children residing
115
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in villages and employed in ngricnltm'c.induspy are more prone
to this type of labour. Poor farmers owing large Idcbts ‘to money
lendm‘s;oﬂ‘en get into an agreement to engage their siblings ag
labours to wealthy money lenders. Thc?‘e were thousands of
bonded labours engaged in various industries, till 'the past decade,
but todav the numbers have reduced drast1call3r', and the
govemme‘m claims that there are no more bonded child labours

in India.

This is made possible due to laws banning child labour and
a compulsory child education and by the joint efforts of UNICEF
(United Nations Children Emergency Fund), NGOs and other

relevant agencies.
CAUSES OF CHILD LABOUR IN INDIA

* The curse of poverty

The main reason for child labour in India is poverty. Most of
the country’s population suffers from poverty. Due to poverty,
parents cannot afford the studies of their children and make
them earn their wages from a tender age. In fact, they are well
aware of the grief of losing their loved ones to poverty many times.
They send their small children to work in factories, homes and
shops. They are made to work to increase the income of their
poor families at the earliest. These decisions are taken only for
the purpose of eking out a living for their family. But such
decisions shatter children’s physical and mental state as they
lose their childhood at an early age.

* Lack of Educational Resources

Even after so many years of our country’s independence,
there are ms_tances where children are deprived of their
iﬁr‘:’;ﬁn;?;atl ngh]-: to education. There are thousands of villages
And if there ‘12’ where t.here' are no proper facilities of education.
is als any, it is miles away. Such administrative laxity

0 responsible for child labour in India. The worst sufferers

are the poor familj _ '
is a dreaI:n, amilies for whom getting their children educated
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or children leave 1
po leaves them illiterate and helpless. Children are

forced to live without s i
B them Int tTOLIF.sttlclyllig. And sometimes such compulsions
p 4 1¢ trap of child labour in India.

+ Social and Economic Backwardness

Spcxal and <?c0110mic backwardness is also the main reason
for Fllllq labour in India. Socially backward parents do not send
their children to receive education. Consequently, their children
are trapped in child labour. Due to illiteracy, many times parents
are not aware of various information and schemes for child
education. Lack of education, illiteracy and consequently the lack
of awareness of their rights among them have encouraged child
labour.Also, uneducated parents do not know about the impact of
child labour on their children. The conditions of poverty and
unemployment give rural families a compulsive basis for
engaging children in various tasks. In fact, feudal, zamindari
system and its existing remnants continue to perpetuate the
problem of child labour in India.

+ Addiction, Disease or Disability

In many families, due to addiction, disease or disability,
tnere is no earning, and the child’s wages are the sole means of
family’s sustenance. Population growth is also increasing
unemployment, which has adverse impact on child labour
prevention. So, parents, instead of sending their children to
school, are willing to send them to work to increase family

income.

* Poor Compliance of Laws

In modern society, laws stipulate that citizens have the right
to receive good education, avail good health services and take
care of their health. Every citizen has the right to play the game
he enjoys, and enjoy all the means of entertainment, and when
he grows, to obtain employment where he can earn well and
contribute to society and nation. But in the absence of proper
compliance of the laws, child labour in India is continuing. It
can be prohibited only by strict adherence to the related laws.

117
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* Lure of cheap labour

In the greed of cheap labour, some shopkeepers, com
and factory owners employ children so that they have to p
to them and it amounts to employing cheap labour, ShOkaCpQro
and small businessmen make children work as much ag they d}:
to the elder ones, but pay half the wages. In the case of chilg
labour, there is less chance for theft, greed or Misappropriatioy,
of money too.With the development of globalization, privatization,
and consumerist culture, the need for cheap labour and its Jinks gé
with economic needs of poor families have encouraged chilg
labour in India.

* Family tradition

It is a shocking but a bitter truth that in our society it is
very easy to give child labour the name of tradition or custom in
many families. The cultural and traditional family values play
their role in increasing the problem of child labour in India at
the voluntary level. Many families believe that a good life is not
their destiny, and the age-old tradition of labour is the only source
of their earning and livelihood.Small businessmen also waste
the lives of their children in the greediness of perpetuating their
family trade with lower production costs. Some families also
believe that working from childhood onwards will make their
children more diligent and worldly-wise in terms of future life.
They believe that early employment will give rise to their
children’s personal development, which will make it easier for
them to plan their life ahead.

p;’ nif"l
Y legq

* Discrimination between boys and girls

We have been conditioned into believing that girls are
weaker and there is no equal comparison between boys and girls.
Even today, in our society, we will find many examples where
girls are deprived of studies. Considering girls weaker than boys
deprives them of school and education. In labourer families, girls
are found to be engaged in labour along with their parents.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHILD LABOUR
*  Child labour is a serious hindrance to social and
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cconomie AVA .
mical ““““‘Nnvnl of the nation., Children

employed in various sectors fall
education, viy taally forced to leading n life of hardahip
-y Sk It also affects (he nvmnfl health of a child
S}S.\““M“‘n get exhausted easily and are not ;)llyni(~:nll5;
fit to work for longer durations under difficult conditions.
Children employed in g

to get necenanry

lass and fire cracker industries
wm'k.n‘ot only for longer hours but also under hazardous
conditions, seriously compromising their health. They
are continuously exposed to toxic gases and substances
leading to various skin and respiratory ailments.,

Children who are forced into the labour industry are
unable to fend for themselves and grow up as an
individual who cannot productively contribute to the
society. Moreover, for a nation’s economy to be
progressive, it is imperative that its workforce is
educated and skilled, to cater to different sectors; which
is a distant reality as long as child labour exists.

*  As long as the children are employed as labours, India
cannot successfully eradicate poverty and illiteracy.
Sending children to schools instead of work could have
large economical and social benefits in long run.
Educated children acquire necessary skills and higher
paying jobs, lifting them and the nation out of the
clutches of poverty.

HOW TO ELIMINATE AND STOP CHILD LABOUR
IN INDIA

*  To prevent child labour, incidence of poverty needs to
be reduced first, so that poor people do not have to send
their children to earn their bread and butter.

*  Spreading literacy and education is a potent weapon
against the practice of child labour in India, because
illiterate persons do not understand the implications
of child labour.

*  Another way to stop child labour in India is to eliminate
or rein in unemployment. Because of inadequate
employment, many families cannot afford to meet all
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G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



120

oods, we ask the shopkeeper about the technique

‘their €Xpenses. If ¢
Increased, they will b
and write and become

mplo
& gblg"?ent OPPortunitieg

0‘ let their childr are
worthy citizens, €N regq

We also need to spread awareness a

! S bout chj

;181 Irx;c::;, irslo thzjlt people can understand thatcc};xlgl?i izggur
- g with the future of the country. The it
have t_o understand that there is no future for In}zi'vml
its children are weakened mentally and phys;i o
through the practice of child labour. yeiy

The common man should take up a resolve that he wi]]
not buy any items from the shops where a child j
femployed as labour. Also, if we come across suclli
Instances, we should complain to the police or other
agencies, about it. The common citizen should prevent
child labour from taking place in society. In this way,
the general public can help in the prevention of child
labour in India.

There are laws prohibiting child labour in our country.
If we notice any case of child labour, then we should
immediately go to the nearest police station and
register our complaint. We must raise our voice against
the stonehearted who employ child labour in India.

We can also dial 100 to register a complaint against
child labour. We can also dial the telephone service
number 1098 started by the government to register
complaints against child labour.

We will have to play the role of a conscious customer.
Many times we go to the market and shop for our
necessities, without knowing that there may be child
labour practice behind the texture of that stuff. Why
not form a habit from today that whenever we purchase

any g’n their manufacture. Most shopkeepers may not
ed lthe answer to this question, but we can take one
gnow from our side. We can create a sensible
steP ment in the society by these inquiries. And say
to the use of something made of child labour. It may
Noen?x a little odd, but this can bring a big change in our

s€
society: :
¢ the parents of the children kn.ow the consequences
« Le hild labour. If we find any child labour somewhere
of ¢ us, first we should talk to the family of that child.
near v, e with their conditions, we should tell them

thiz
Eggii the bleak future of their child in case of
a

continuance of this practice.

. Owners of factories and shops should take a vow that
they will not force any child to do labour and stop other
people from doing the same.

ent child labour in India, we need proper

implementation of laws that prescrit?e strict

pum'shment to vendors, shopkeepers and mill owners
in case they engage qhildren on cheap wages.

There should also be more robust and stricter laws for

child labour in India, so that the people fear from

employing any child labour.

*  Poor parents should pay full attention to the education
of their children because today the government is
providing free education, food, and even medicines in
certain schools.

*  They should not make any difference between boys and
girls. By this practice, the number of girl child labour
in India can be reduced to a great extent.

Conclusion

* To prev

: Poverty is one of the important factors for this problem.
h::%e’ enfor(;ement alone cannot help solve it. The Government
een laying a lot of emphasis on the rehabilitation of these

child p . oy :
£ -rén and on improving the economic conditions of their
amiljeg,
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India, Child Rights and You, Globa]

' NGOs like CARE ] |
b S have been working to eradicate

March Against Child Labour, etc.,
child labour in India. The child labour can be stopped wher

knowledge is translated into legislation and action, moving good
intention and ideas into protecting the health of the children,
The endurance of young children is higher and they Canr}ot
protest against discrimination. Focusing on grassroot§ strategles
to mobilize communities against child labour and reintegration
of child workers into their homes and schools has proven crucial
to breaking the cycle of child labour. A multidisciplinary approach
involving specialists with medical, psychological and socio-
anthropological level is needed to curb this evil.
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